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 Abstract : The purpose of this research paper is to explore the extent 
of Arthur Schopenhauer's thoughts in seeing and penetrating ideas, 
desires, preferences, and plausibility through distancing, colliding, 
and giving meaning when he encounters music, social issues, and 
multi-disciplines without losing the self-image of music. 
Qualitative research with data search on previous writings through 
journals as a secondary source became a room to argue Arthur 
Schopenhauer's thoughts with intelligence, non-simplification of 
something complex and enjoy without the need for validation. 
Results show that the objectivation of the will as Arthur 
Schopenhauer's central idea leads to visual space in the frame of 
images, songs, lyrics, narratives, processes, and struggles as the 
essence of music that permeates and boils down to reflection and 
asceticism. 
 
Keywords : Articulatory Explorations, Arthur Schopenhauer, 
Willingness, Musical Representation 
 
Abstrak : Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk melihat sejauh mana 
pemikiran Arthur Schopenhauer melihat dan menembus makna 
ide, kehendak, kesukaan, plausibilitas melalui pemberian jarak, 
pembenturan, dan memberi makna ketika ia berjumpa dengan 
musik, isu sosial, dan multi disiplin ilmu namun tak 
menghilangkan citra diri musik. Penelitian kualitatif dengan 
pencarian data pada tulisan-tulisan terdahulu melalui jurnal 
sebagai sumber sekunder menjadi ruang tengkar pemikiran Arthur 
Schopenhauer dengan kecerdasan, nir-simplifikasi atas sesuatu 
yang kompleks dan menikmati tanpa perlu validasi. Hasil 
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa objektivasi kehendak sebagai ide 
sentral Arthur Schopenhauer membawa pada ruang visual dalam 
bingkaian gambar, lagu, lirik, narasi, proses, dan perjuangan 
sebagai esensi musik yang merembesi dan bermuara pada refleksi 
dan asketis. 
 
Kata Kunci : Eksplorasi Atas Artikulasi, Arthur Schopenhauer, 
Kehendak, Representasi Musik 
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INTRODUCTION  
Music has existed since antiquity, where the word music comes directly at the Greek 

"Mousikos", symbolizing the deity—the God of the Arts and Sciences (Saudale, 2023). Music 
terminology known as the Greek "musike". Music is derived from the words "muse-muse", namely 
those of nine Grecian divinities below "Apollo" who protected both the arts and the sciences 
(Saudale, 2023). Music was known as early as Homo Sapiens approximately between 180,000 and 
100,000 BC (Saudale, 2023). By the early twentieth Century, music was taken for granted (Saudale, 
2023). Musical pitch was characterized by its vibrational uniformity (Magdalena et al., 2022; 
Munte et al., 2023; Nugrahhu, 2020, 2021, 2022; Nugrahhu et al., 2023; Saudale, 2023; 
Sulistyowati et al., 2021, 2022). Such uniformity endows music with fixed pitch and distinguishes 
its sound from noise. Usually in accordance with cultural standards of cadences, melodies, and 
harnesses. Music was an art that could penetrate each person.  

Musical art in the hands of philosophers of music however has differing views, amongst 
some of the most famous philosophers of their time had their own views on music (Amiani, 2022; 
Andiny, 2020, 2023; Dandi & Veronica, 2023; Dandung et al., 2022; Eribka et al., 2023; 
Lumbantobing, 2022; Meilan & Mariani, 2023; Pengky et al., 2023; Reggina & Indriani, 2023; 
Samuel et al., 2023; Siburian et al., 2023; Silipta et al., 2021; Sulistyowati et al., 2022; Sutrisno, 
2005; Tobing, 2015; Utami, 2022). The philosopher whom this article shall discuss for instance 
was "Arthur Schopenhauer", whose best-known work is titled "The World as Will and 
Representation". Arthur Schopenhauer had his own thoughts on music, i.e. Music is highest of 
universal languages, Music escape from chaos, Music is most elevated of arts, Music is volition, 
music is expression of desire, music has no form, and music is an art that unleashes. Based on these 
philosopher's insights, it could be inferred that music's broad range of definitions and connotations 
extend beyond just sound. Philosopher's point of view has also provided an indirect criticism for 
musicians throughout the world, as well as in Indonesia. This article discusses several views, 
critiques, merits and inferences to be drawn from Arthur Schopenhauer, the philosopher. 
 
RESEARCH METHODS  

Research method for the discussion of this journal is qualitative research by exploring 
Arthur Schopenhauer's views that criticize poetry and songs in the elements of song modernization, 
politics, and social issues. The search for data through literature studies through data from various 
journals is then placed in the space of the phenomenon of Arthur Schopenhauer's thought, 
musicality, infinity, beyond the limits of value, and absurdity. The research as a secondary source 
is not separated from the analysis of the global music phenomenon that bursts out in an increasingly 
massive action between musical barriers (genres, types of music, song lyrics, improvisation, and 
the threshold of the indeterminacy of music itself. While looking at the research through the 
researcher's writing through journals, the researcher also looks at and provides a basis through 
books that are present and inherent in Arthur Schopenhauer's thought. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
Arthur Schopenhauer: Representation, Articulation, Affection and Weariness 

Music represents, mediates, expresses, symbolizes, and signifies the intertwining of one 
emotion with another. On the other hand, people disagree with this statement as music is not 
limited to that; rather, the relationship between the music itself and the types of emotions it evokes 
have to be removed (Kivy, 2007; Kivy & Budd, 1986). Despite this disagreement, Arthur 
Schopenhauer still firmly grounded his conviction that there has always and at all times been a 
connection between music and emotion (Magdalena et al., 2022; Munte et al., 2023).  

Musical articulation, as researchers have understood through the analogy of F. Bailey 
Norwood's analogy that someone passionate about music does not necessarily have to become a 
musical scientist to validate or to gain actualization (Norwood, 2022). Such an attitude is 
tautological - it judges, expresses, interprets and likens music without the need for scientific 
explanation but only on the basis of liking. Like here is one-way liking, namely liking which comes 
from the subject who has the feeling of liking music (Colina, 2015, 2016, 2021; Darnita & Triadi, 
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2022, 2023; Ginting, 2010; Lumbanraja, 2021; Mualimin et al., 2022; Nindi et al., 2022; Timan 
Herdi Ginting et al., 2022; Triadi, n.d., 2022; Triadi et al., 2022; Widyasari, 2021). Norwood 
analogized with the popularity of the presence of food in stores (in Indomaret or Alfamart as in 
Indonesia) the acquisition of dakelri food harvested from rice fields or fields has its own enjoyment 
(Norwood, 2022). Meaning, based on the analogy of shops and gardens as a marker of liking 
without the need for validation or liking or liking is plausible. 

Emotions in the self are so difficult to translate as well as analyze with the latest research. 
Researchers suspect that not only is emotion itself inherent in the self, it is also unseen yet felt and 
is even somewhere between order and disorder (Anggreni, 2023; Apri, 2022; Awak et al., 2023; 
Hamdan et al., 2022; Keristina et al., 2023; Kristiani et al., 2023; Novitasari et al., 2023; Putri et 
al., 2023; Stepania & Setianti, 2022; Tamara et al., 2022; Tedy et al., 2023). Emotions here include 
grief, peace, anger and freedom. Emotion itself is unbroken, sharp and piercing no matter what it 
goes through. Emotion itself through music according to Schopenhauer has nobility. The touch is 
as much as possible and as much as possible to stay and become friends with emotions through 
strands and strains of music like a majestic rhythm. 
Composition, Objectivation, and the Will Based on Arthur Schopenhauer  

Media-based music composition, the electronification of letters or images or spoken word 
shows the music itself as part of the image that is not as important as the music as long as it is in 
the compositional potion. (Andriany et al., 2023; Nugrahhu et al., 2023; Nursusanti et al., 2022; 
Pahan, 2020, 2021; Pahan & Prasetya, 2023; Sinta et al., 2022; Utami, 2022). Composers in their 
work take a role in the visual space to create music as well as visualize and then based on the order 
between songs, narratives or lyrics and emotional content targets. Schopenhauer according to Jerry 
L Holsopple constantly and repeatedly emphasized the will as the essence among other works of art 
(Holsopple, 2003). In other words, music is above other arts and other arts are shadows of music 
(Kristin et al., 2022; Mariani, 2020, 2022b, 2022a; Merilyn, 2018, 2020; Nopitri & Irdayani, 2023; 
Prasetiawati, 2020; Rahmelia, Prasetiawati, et al., 2023; Rahmelia, Prihadi, et al., 2023; Rahmelia 
& Agustina, 2022; Rahmelia & Prasetiawati, 2021). Not only does the creativity of musical 
concoction reside in the will as essence, it is capable of producing reflection and asceticism through 
the creation of character over music. 

Objectification of will has various meanings, but here researchers look more at 
Schopenhauer's thoughts when seeing it as ideas. These ideas may extend to social issues (gender, 
politics, pedagogy, and even theology itself, including issues related to music) (Anjini et al., 2022; 
Chepeleva, 2021; Fitriana et al., 2023; Hasan et al., 2023; Manik et al., 2023; Munte, 2022b, 
2023a, 2023b, 2017, 2018a, 2018b, 2022a, 2022c; Munte & Korsina, 2022; Munte & Natalia, 
2022; Munte & Wirawan, 2022; Pernando et al., 2022; Riani et al., 2022; Riska et al., 2023; 
Setiawan et al., 2022; Sriwijayanti, 2020b, 2020a, 2023; Suriani & Betaubun, 2022; Trisiana et al., 
2023). Desire is the primacy in Schopenhauer's theory. Thus, character is understood as a direct 
objectivation of cognitive work that can lead to ethics and can also lead to music. The possibility of 
Schopenhauer's thinking on ideas through the objectivation of the will as the highest element leads 
to outcomes that are unspelled, undefined or uncalculated through numerical data.  

Relationship of Schopenhauer's thought on the objectivation of the will as an idea, in the 
world of education is referred to as idealism. Idealism in education (curriculum, methodology, 
learning strategy, learning theory, technology and learning evaluation) leads to a variety of non-
calculative meanings (Apandie et al., 2022; Apandie & Rahmelia, 2020, 2022; Baruno et al., 2021; 
Faot & Hutapea, 2022; Hutapea, n.d.; Hutapea & Yusuf, 2023; Manuputty et al., 2023; Rahmelia & 
Apandie, 2023; Supriatin et al., 2022, 2021; Tamara et al., 2022; Teriasi et al., 2022). The 
phenomenon was not only found in music classes or cognitive spaces inside and outside the 
classroom. Everyday amazement, when encountered with education as a whole becomes important 
and irreducible considering that amazement itself can bring deep reflection and even generate 
brilliant ideas, whether it is to make policies, provide solutions or as a tool to facilitate learning. 

Beauty or aesthetics in and through music based on Schopenhauer's thought emphasizes 
that beauty itself is metaphysics, hyperreality as a nobility. Sublimity is not only the transcendence 
of identity, social, economic, cultural, anthropological and gender issues, it is also 
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incomprehensible (Angellyna & Tumbol, 2022; Susila, 2022b, 2022c, 2022a; Susila & Pradita, 
2022; Susila & Risvan, 2022; M. T. Telhalia, 2017; T. Telhalia, 2023, 2016; T. Telhalia & Natalia, 
2021, 2022; S. Tumbol, 2020; TUMBOL, 2022; S. N. Tumbol & Wainarisi, 2023; Wainarisi et al., 
2023; Wainarisi & Tumbol, 2022). Based on nobleness, beauty emerges to display and translate 
reality even though it seems as if the music itself is like a hierarchy (Erika et al., 2023; Fontana, 
2005; Istiniah et al., 2023; Ligan, 2022; Loheni et al., 2023; Malau, 2021, 2023; Tekerop et al., 
2019; Wirawan, 2021; Wirawan et al., 2023). Philosophy's history features beauty. Beauty, 
according to Schopenhauer, is a way of perceiving reality that penetrates whatever it passes 
through, including through the speed and greeting of music. 

Composers, theaters, majors, minors are musical works that have their own improvisations 
depending on who and what the purpose is to mix. The concoction itself is inseparable from the 
criticism of Arthur Schopenhauer who lived in the 19th century that at that time, Jews were unable 
to produce works of art that were loving and gentle. The myth that emerged in the form of the 
narrative became Schopenhauer's main concern, who considered that the spread of anti-Semitic 
narratives always signaled tendencies. Tendencies through will and/or ideas need to be validated 
based on tracing through political conditions and social systems through sorting through the ages. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS  

Based on narratives, desires, ideas, masterpieces and their collision with social, economic 
and political conditions across history, Arthur Schopenhauer emphasized that ideas become virtues 
when they originate and originate from the will of composers or performers and creators of music. 
Music itself is a favorite without the need for validation through quantitative research, which here 
the researcher does not exclude the importance of quantitative research on art and the plausibility 
of music as a preference.  

Objectivization of the will according to Arthur Schopenhauer, apart from its perch in art 
and music, it also grazes on social, economic, cultural, religious and other issues, including issues 
of pedagogy or education. In addition, musical composition becomes essential as Arthur 
Schopenhauer sees visual space in the frame of images, songs, lyrics, narratives, processes, and 
struggles as the essence of music that permeates and boils down to reflection and asceticism. 
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